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Advanced Use of Summarize and Other Fields 
 
Quick tip this time around!!  Summarize provides for us two very basic 
database abilities.  Summarize allows us to group data together with the 
option of totaling by category.  In addition, we receive, by default, a 
distinct listing of the summarized field.  Those two simple concepts, 

group and distinct are crucial to data analytics.  In ACL, we have the option of selecting 
other fields.  What does this option do? 
 
The ‘other fields’ option allows us to pull through the first instance of another field when 
summarizing.  For example, let’s look at the following transactions: 
 

 
 
If I wanted to know how much was spent by each region, I can summarize by region code 
and subtotal the count.  If I add the region as an ‘other field’, then I will get the region 
name as well. 
 

 
 
The output is the following table.  Notice that the region name has been pulled through 
with the region code. 
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Fairly simple but let’s think about what it allows me to actually do.  The region name was 
pulled from the first instance of its presence in the table.  So, if I reorder the table, the 
other field could pull from a different position.  This can be very useful.  Let’s say I want 
to pull the highest transaction from each day.  First, I sort the table by amount in 
descending order to create a table in a different physical order as follows. 
 

 
 
Yielding the following table: 
 

 
 
Next, I summarize the table by Date and pull the Amount as the other field with no 
subtotal.  This will group the data by Date and pull the first occurrence of the other field, 
in this case the Amount, which will be the highest Amount because the table is in 
descending order.  The result is the highest Amount by Date. 
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And the data table: 
 

 
 
 
As you can see, the highest transaction for each day was isolated. 
 
So, we're done!  The concept here is to use the physical order of the data in conjunction 
with the mechanical operation of the summarize command to automate our analysis.  
Data analytics at its finest!! 
 
Randall Shane is the president of Base XVI, LLC and a Certified ACL Trainer.  Base 
XVI performs data analytics including data mining, database development, computer 
forensics and electronic discovery for corporations, government agencies and law 
firms.  Dr. Shane possesses a PhD in Computer Science with both civil and criminal 
testimonial experience.  Base XVI and its staff are located in North Florida and serve 
clients worldwide.  And no, Dr. Shane does not have a beard!! 
 
 


